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is willing to allow statements which attribute personelity disorders
to slum conditions, to bhad parenﬁs, to divorce, to "excessive" op-
pressions, ete., In this way, capitalism consents to have psycho-
logy explain personality disorders -=- rather, alnormal behavior —-

on the grounds: of such abuses, excesses and errors., Capitalism will
even, woighing the social cost of the "abuses" and "errors'" against
tho financial cost of carrections —- such as decent housing and
wages for the most oppressed —- occasionally manage té correct such
errors, make token corrections or profess to look favorably on future
steps to correct. It is even willing to have the bourgeois family
criticized as an institution, to tolerate public discussion of cor—
relations between "abnormal' parental behevior and disturbances in
the personalities of his children, evean vo permit some changes in
value respecting the secondary norms of famlly and social life gen-
erally. Finally, however, it demends that the psychologist, socio-
logist, confine himself to such topics.in the etlology of mental dis-
ease, and to keep scrupulously clear of all analysis which establishes
a necessary connoction between mental discase and the rzssssks norms,
the more sesential features of bourgeois morality and éocial relate-
ions. Finally, the assipgned task of the psychologist is limited,
by the cepitalist authorities, to readjusting the '!abnormal! or poﬁ-
entially abnormal person to normal bowrgecis life, to reconciling

the disturbed individual, the victim of oppression, to a state of

" reverence and obedience toward his OpPressor. It demands that
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psychoanalysis sell out its essential ethics and its scientific
principles in the iyterests.of "adjustment psychology" and the
reconciliation of the oppressed to his oppressor.  This contempte-
ible revisicnism, properly classed with the Social-Democratic re-
visionists of Marx, is exemplified in Carl G. Jung's Yale Terry

lecture, Psychology & Religion, and in practice by the behaviorist

tondencies among psychologists generally.

However, it is not enouph that revisions=
ists soll out, subject psychoanalysis to the ncurotic rituals of
statistical ideclogy; the high priests of capitalist intellectual
life demand that an accounting statement be drawm up, to be deliver-
ed to their master, showing that for certain agpregate fees ( which
the bourgeoisie may permit obedient psychologists to collect ) that
the capitalist production line has received a certain amount of ad-
ditional profit by way of a quantity of formerly abnormal (i.e, dis-
obedient) individuals returned to their appointed labor. The test
wliich the accountant will apply for that purpose will not,be found
in any of the worthless textbooks which purport to define a norm
for mental health; the accountant's standard is celebrated in the
even scarcely articulate "Jeffreysisms'" of any foul-mouthed semi-
%}aragé political baék'presiding over a local magistrabe's court.

That is the meaning behind editor Ubell's
ohailenge to psychoanélysis: it is only a demand that '"head shrinkers"

degrade‘thcmsolves, prostitute thsﬁselves to the rols of '“heoad fixers.!



