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as. promptly 
morality, '.rhich tends to load ~"'",j-~ to the "absolubly sub­,\ 
versive tl inferoncethat capitalism ir.l not the Ilnatural," "most 

perfect" organization of human society, not precisely tho only 

"best of all possible \olOrlds .tt 

Capitalism, however, despite the vicious­

nos s ui til 'Hmch t he spread of psyc r..oanalytic ideas 'VIas originally 

regardo'd, bas mon compelled to admit of the extension of psycho­

analytic practice for reqsons paralleling its promotion of nedicino. 

Just because capitalist society is confronted \-lith the problems of 

abnormal oohayior associated with certain dysfunctions of the par­

sonalit;r, and because even capitalist morality does not ordinaril;[ 
~~~ 

permi't the extermination of its subjects in large numbers, and 00­

cause the costs or incaceration are a drain on ~lus value, capit ­

alist socioty had to tolerato psychoanalysis on practical grounds. 

T,~e job of the psychoanalyst, and the condition of bourgeois tolcr­

ation of its practice, is that he confine his "rork to dolivering 

abnor~ people back to tge production-line in condition to prOCQ~8 

profits, not to disrupt by abnormal b3havior the orderly social proc­

csses of' capitalist society, such as by running amuJc. 

Ck,ptialisrn, as is shown by the exponents 

of its more liberal tendencies, is more or less tolerant of a cortain 

ld.nd and amount of tlliberal" criticism of its errors end abus as. It 
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is \-Tilling t.o allOi'" statements Hhich attribute personality disorders 

to slum conditions, to '!:ad parents, to divorce, to "excossivell op­

pressions, etc. In this wa:y, capitalism consents to have psycho­

logy explain personality disorders - rather, alnormal bohavior ­

on tb.e [;rounds: of such abuses, excesses and errors. Capi taliSI1 \Till 

even, Hsighing the social cost of the "abuses ll and "errorsll against 

the finD.ncial cost of car-rections - such as decent honsing and 

wages for the most oppressed - occasionally manage to cOl'rect such 

errors, roam token corrections or profess to look favorably on fut1ll'o. 

steps to cOrl'ect. It is even ,-Tilling to have the bourgoois family 

criticized as an institution, to tolerato public discussion of C01'­

relations bet'-leen lIabnorma1." parental oohavior and distm-bances in 

Jlibe pOl'sonali ties of his ohildren, e·"6J1 to permit some Chang6S ir. 

va1.ue respecting tho secondary norms of family and social life (;8n­

erally. Finally, howover, it demands that the psych6lo~lst, socio­

logist, confine himself to such topics in the etiolc.>gy of 1"1Ell1tal dis­

ease, and to keep scrupulously clear of all analysis which establishes 

a necessary connection betv.eOll mental disease and the liJi_.:zs5i~IS' norms, 

the 1"1ore essential features: of bOl..1.rgeois l:lorality and social relat­

ions. Finally, the assigned task of the psychologist is linited, 
< 

~ the capitalist authorities, to readjusting the !abnormal' or pot­

entially abnormal person to normal oou1' gaois life, to reconciling 

the disturbed indi'vidual, the victim of oppression, to a. state of 

reverence and obedience toward his oppressor. It demands that 
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psychoarJ.C'l.1ysis sell out :i.t;s essential ethics and its scia ntifj,c 

principles :1n the iUtercsts. of "adjustment psyc hology" and tho. 

reconcilia tion of the oppressed to his oppressor'. This contempt­

ible ravlsicn:l.sm, properly classod \·rlth too SociaJ.-Democratic re­

visiollists of Earx, is exomplified. in Carl G. Jung's Yale Terry 

lecture, !:Sycf.-2]...QE:V &. Re1i&Qlli and in practice 1J.r the behaviorist 

tendoncies anong psycholoGists generally. 

However, it is not enough that revision­

ists soIl out, subjoct psychoanalysis to the n0l~otic rituaJ$ of 

statistical ideology; the lugb. priests of capitalist intellectual 

life denu.'Uld that an accounting statement be dravffi up, to bo deliver-

cd to their l7'1B.ster, shm.d.ng that for certain aggrogate fees ( \·mch 

the bourgeoisie may permit obedient psychologists to collect ) that 

the capi talis'[j production line has received a cer tain aL'lonnt of 00­

clitional profit by way of a quantity of formerly abnormal (i.e. c1is­

obedient) individuals returned to their appointed labor. The test 

wtiich the accolU1tant ",UI .apply for that purposo "Till not, be found 

in any of the worthless textbooks uhich purpor·t to definEt: a !lQ!1!! 

for mental hoalth; the accountantts standard is celebrated III the 

even
I 

scarcely
.. 

articulate trJ0f'-freysisms tr of any
. 
foul-mouthed semi-

L . 
lt8ra~qe polltical back presiding over' a local llk.1.&istrano 's court-. 
~ ~ 

That is the meaning behind emtor Ubell t s 

ohallenge to psycho,!:'..nalY:Jis: it is only a demand that nhead shrinkers lt 

degrade th<3nwolves, prostitute thomselv0s to tho role of IIhoad fixers. II 


